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QNCE on a time there lived a man 
hated by all he knew, 

Both that his ways were very bad, 
and that his beard was blue ; 

But as he was so rich and grand, and 
led a merry life, 

A lady he contrived at last to induce 
Ei&o be his wife. 
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For a month after the wedding they 
lived and had good cheer, 

And then said Bluebeard to his wife, 
“ I ’ll say good-bye, my dear; 

“ Indeed, it is but for six weeks that I 
shall be away, 

“ I beg that you’ll invite your friends, 
and feast and dance and play ; 

“ And all my property I ’ll leave con- 
fided to your care : 

“ Here are the keys of all my chests, 
there’s plenty and to spare^^M 
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"MISS ELIZABETH KEAN 
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“ But this small key belongs to one small 
room on the ground-floor, — 

“ And this you must not open, or you 
will repent it sore.” 

And so he went ; and all the friends 
came there from far and wide, 

And in her wealth the lady took much 
happiness and pride ; 


nearly satisfied 
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And oft she saw the closet door, and longed 

o 

to look inside. 

At last she could no more refrain, and turned 
the little key, 

And looked within, and fainted straight the 
horrid sight to see ; 

the floor was blood, and on 


ror mere upon 

the walls were wives, 

For Bluebeard first had married them, then 
cut their throats with knives. 
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And this poor wife, distracted, picked the key 
up from the floor, 

All stained with blood ; and with much fear 
she shut and locked the door. 

She tried in vain to clean the key and wash 
the stain away 

With sand and soap, — it was no us 
beard came back that day ; 

At once he asked her for the key, 




he saw 


the bloody stain, 
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“ You have been in the closet once , ’ 
and you shall go again ! ” 

“ O spare me, spare me ! give me 
time, nor kill me hastily ! ” 
“You have a quarter of an hour, — 
then, madam, you must die ! ” 

“ O sister Anne, go up, go up, and 
look out from the tower ; 

“ I ’m dead unless my brothers come 
in a quarter of an hour ! ” 

And Anne looked once, and Anne 
looked twice, and nothing saw 
abroad, 

But shining- sun and growing grass, 

o o O O 7 

and dust upon the road. 
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“ Come down ! ” cried Bluebeard 
up !” With many a sigh anc 
She prayed him for a minute more ; he 
shouted still, “Come down!” 

“ O sister Anne, look out, look out ! and do 
you nothing see ?” 

“At last I see our brothers two come riding 


time is 


•e me, Bluebeard 
but as the words 
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And just as Bluebeards cruel blade was 
descending on her head, 

In rushed the brothers with their swords, — 
they cut the murderer down, 

And saved their sister’s life, and gained 
much glory and renown ; 

And then they all with gold and plate and 


content on 


beard’s property 


o 



u No Firm surpasses Messrs. Routledge in Sixpenny and Shilling Picture Story Books. Could not be better 

drawn , printed or coloured, if they cost twenty shillings instead of twelve penceP — The Standard. 

ROUTLEDGE’S 

New Sixpenny Toy Books 

BEAUTIFULLY PRINTED IN COLOURS 

BY MESSRS. 

LEIGHTON BROTHERS, KRONHEIM & 00., VINCENT BROOKS, EDMUND EVANS, AND DALZIEl BROTHERS. i 

37. THE RAILROAD ALPHABET. 

v 

75. THE FANCY DRESS BALL. 

] 38. ALPHABET FOR GOOD BOYS AND GIRLS. 

76. THE EVENING PARTY. 

' 39. THE SEASIDE ALPHABET. 

77. ANNIE AND JACK IN LONDON. 

40. THE FARMYARD ALPHABET. 

78. “ONE, TWO, BUCKLE MY SHOE.” 

*41. GREEDY JEM AND HIS LITTLE BROTHERS. 

*79. MARY’S NEW DOLL. 

43. HOP O’ MY THUMB. 

*8o. “WHEN THE CAT’S AWAY.” 

44. JACK THE GIANT KILLER. 

*81. THE NAUGHTY PUPPY. 

46. BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 

*82. CHILDREN’S FAVOURITES. 

*48. HAPPY DAYS OF CHILDHOOD. 

*86. LITTLE MINNIE’S CHILD LIFE. 

50. LITTLE DOG TRUSTY. 

*87. KING NUTCRACKER. 

51. THE CATS’ TEA PARTY. 

93. KING GRISLY BEARD. 

53. WILD ANIMALS. 

94. RUMPEL-STILTS-KIN. 

54. BRITISH ANIMALS. 

95. THE FAIRY SHIP. 

*55. THE FROG WHO WOULD A-WOOXNG GO. 

96. ADVENTURES OF PUFFY. 

*56. THE FAITHLESS PARROT. 

97. “THIS LITTLE PIG WENT TO MARKET.” 

*57. THE FARMYARD. 

98. KING LUCKIEBOY’S PARTY. 

58. HORSES. 

99. ALADDIN, 

59. OLD DAME TROT. 

100. NOAH’S ARK ALPHABET. 

60. “SING A SONG OF SIXPENCE.” 

101, DOMESTIC PETS, 

6r. THE WADDLING FROG. 

102. NURSERY RHYMES. 

62. THE OLD COURTIER 

103. MY MOTHER. 

63. ILLUSTRATED MUTIPLICATION TABLE. 

104. ALI BABA AND THE FORTY THIEVES. 

64. CHATTERING JACK. 

105. THE THREE BEARS. 

65. OLD KING COLE. 

106. CINDERELLA. 

66. THE PRINCE WITH THE LONG NOSE. 

107. VALENTINE AND ORSON. 

67. THE ENRAGED MILLER. 

108. PUSS IN BOOTS, 

68. THE LITTLE HUNCHBACK. 

109. OLD MOTHER HUBBARD. 

69. HOW JESSIE WAS LOST. 

no THE ABSURD ABC. 

70. GRAMMAR IN RHYME. 

in. LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD. 

*71. BABY’S BIRTHDAY. 

1 12. TACK AND THE BEAN STALK, 

*72. PICTURES FROM THE EAST. 

113. BLUEBEARD. 

*73. LOST ON THE SEA SHORE. 

1 14. BABY’S OWN ALPHABET. 

*74 ANIMALS AND BIRDS. 

115. THE NEW ALPHABET. 

The above , except those marked with an asterisk , may be had strongly mounted on cloth , price One Shilling each. 

GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS. 


EDMUND EVANS, ENGEAVES AND PEINTEE, BAQUET COUBT, FLEET STEEET. 


